
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF FEBRUARY 2, 2015 

 

The Work Session of February 2, 2015 was called to order at 6:35 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the Borough 

Administrator, the Solicitor and Clerk. 

 

The Open Public Comment period was announced by the Administrator.  

 

Mark Oswald, E. Cottage Avenue, thanked the Commissioners for including him in the 

review of the draft bee ordinance and he applauded them for looking at following the 

New Jersey State’s Best Practices.  He did state that he had the following concerns: 

 

1. It is his belief that the Department of Agriculture’s website says that these best 

practices should not be ordinances, especially since they can be changed 

periodically.  He suggested that they only be referenced in the ordinance so that any 

changes are automatically incorporated into the Borough’s ordinance. 

2. If the Commissioners decide to move forward with adopting the ordinance he noted 

that there are various minor issues, i.e. typographical errors, which need to be 

addressed.  Additionally, he would like to have a chance to discuss the draft 

ordinance with the State Apiarist. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli noted that the Borough could update the ordinance as the 

State’s Best Practices are updated or, with our solicitor's approval, we could change the 

ordinance to adopt the best practices by reference.  Mr. Oswald pointed out that there 

currently is a bill before the State Legislature that will remove any regulations on bee 

keeping from the municipalities and keep it at the State level.  The Borough Solicitor noted 

that it would not be difficult to make changes to our ordinance should the State amend 

their Best Practices.  Additionally, if such a bill is approved, then our ordinance would no 

longer be in effect.  Commissioner Moscatelli state that if there are inconsistencies or 

other issues within the draft ordinance please let us know so that they can be corrected.  

He also stated that the Borough is not trying to stop anything.  Mr. Oswald pointed out 

that most of the properties within the borough would not hold up to the distance 

requirement due to the current lot sizes.  Mr. Oswald left the meeting at 6:44 p.m. 

 

Kim Custer joined the meeting at 6:45 p.m., along with the following students:  Chloe Lin, 

Emma Schroeder and Helen Chung.  Ms. Custer gave an update on the book being 

written about Samuel Nickolson Rhoads, which should be available for sale in April 2015.  

This is for the 4th grade age group and could possibly be added to the curriculum.  Ms. 

Custer then asked for an update on the purchase and sub-division of the 65 Haddon 

Avenue property, which was once owned by Mr. Rhoads.  The Borough Administrator 

advised that the sub-division could possibly be on the March Planning Board (PB) Meeting 

agenda.  Ms. Custer asked if the public would be able to see the plan before it goes to 

the PB. Commissioners agreed to put it on the website once approved by the 

Commissioners and before the PB meeting.  Ms. Custer and the students left the meeting 

at 6:50 p.m. 

 



 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion at 6:52 p.m. to go into Closed Session to discuss 

a possible real estate transaction, redevelopment plan and personnel issues.  

Commissioner Rochford seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.   

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 9:18 p.m. 

 

The Borough Administrator reviewed the draft sub-division for 65 Haddon Avenue with the 

Commissioners.  Sub-divisions are approved by the Planning Board.  Due to the way the 

lines are drawn there are three minor variances required.  After a review of the 

information the Commissioners suggested that changes be made to the sub-divisions 

making the back piece being kept by the borough made to be the non-conforming lot.  

First, though, they would like to see if the shed in the front piece could be moved so that 

both the middle and back sections could be made conforming lots. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the Social Affairs Permit Applications for the Grace Church 

and for the Indian King Tavern.  Both applications were approved. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the draft bee ordinance and agreed to put this on an 

agenda in the spring for approval.  They want to give Mr. Oswald an opportunity to review 

the draft with the State Apiarist.  The comments provided by the Environmental 

Commission/Sustainable Haddonfield were reviewed.  The Administrator will write a letter 

to this group thanking them for these comments, requesting that they provide 

recommended language on a few of the items they commented on. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to move discussions on the draft filming ordinance to a future 

work session. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the necessary appointments per the new Recreation 

Commission ordinance.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested have the Recreation 

Director reach out to all the sports groups in town and ask them to provide the name and 

contact information for their appointee to this Commission.  It was agreed that the at-

large appointment would be Tish Colombi.  Additionally, Mayor Kasko will reach out to 

the School Athletic Director to discuss his appointment, or whether Mr. Banos would be 

having a designee for this board. 

 

The offer from Haddonfield Foundation to pay up to $2,000 to replace the Chizzy Evans 

plaque at Crows Woods was reviewed.  The Commissioners agreed to look into other 

options than a bronze plaque, as the first one was stolen.  The Borough Clerk will ask 

Ravelli Memorials to provide alternatives. 

 

The February 10, 2015 agenda was reviewed by the Administrator.  Specifically discussed 

was the resolution approving the parking fine increases, as well as the Partnership for 

Haddonfield (PfH) event entitled “Pet A Palooza”.  These resolutions were approved, with 

the caveat that PfH would have to ensure that the area used for the “Pet A Palooza” 

would be cleaned up afterwards.  In a review of the general event permit applications 

to be approved, Commissioner Moscatelli asked if the Elizabeth Haddon PTA run would 

utilize the colored powders as it did the previous year.  It was noted that the paperwork 



 

 

did not indicate the use of these powders, but the Clerk would confirm that information 

prior to the February 10th meeting. 

 

Mayor Kasko announced that he did not have anything new to report from PfH. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to move discussions on the retaining wall in the right-of-way 

on Washington Avenue to the next regularly scheduled work session. 

 

The Administrator reviewed the information gathered per the shared services agreement 

with a number of surrounding towns on the number of vacant homes within these 

communities.   Collingswood, as the lead agency, is focusing on working with the local 

banks in an effort to get these properties back on the tax rolls.  It was noted that 

Haddonfield has a total of 16 vacant properties.  The State adopted a law in the fall of 

2014 that allows for stronger penalties to banks who do not maintain foreclosed/vacant 

properties.  The Administrator will have a sample ordinance at the next regularly 

scheduled work session meeting. 

 

The parking permit issue for Haddonfield Manor residents on Linden Avenue, across from 

the PATCO Station, was then reviewed.  The Administrator noted that PATCO’s legal 

counsel is really pushing the liability aspect, as well as requiring fees for services or permits.  

They are willing to look into what can be done for these residents who need parking, as 

long as the Borough would provide liability coverage and indemnify PATCO.  The original 

issue arose because PATCO decided to require that these permit holders move their 

vehicles by 6:00 a.m. to allow for better parking spaces for their early riders.  A possible 

resolution of the situation could be to move these permit holders farther back into the lot, 

therefore eliminating the need for them to move their vehicles by 6:00 a.m.  The 

Administrator stated that she and the Police Chief will be meeting with the apartment 

manager of Haddonfield Manor to further discuss this issue. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to move the discussion about their 2015 priorities list to the 

next regularly scheduled work session. 

 

The Administrator provided the Commissioners with a very preliminary 2015 budget and 

very briefly reviewed the draft documents that were provided. 

 

Mayor Kasko stated that he has been asked whether or not the current Planning and 

Zoning Board members have obtained their required certifications through the New 

Jersey Department of Community Affairs.  The Borough Clerk will double check with the 

Construction Code Official to ensure that everyone has and report back. 

 

Mayor Kasko then announced that he has a scheduling conflict for the February 17, 2015 

work session.  The Commissioners agreed to move the meeting to Wednesday, February 

18, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

At 10:19 p.m. Commissioner Rochford made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was 

seconded by Mayor Kasko.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 



 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


